sgle by One Hip Chic features handmade shoes

colour for mast people? I've nearly 20
coloured scarves that | use to demonstrate
this for my customers.”

with Tamra’s fashion savvy, it was only a
matter of time before her optical business
evolved into anather realm. "My customers
often consult me about varisus style
choices, | was recently asked to help design
a dress for a formal event for one of my
cuslomers. Last week, another customer
asked for hair colour advice, Based on this
fashion aspect, opening a complementary
business to One Hip Chic Optical felt right.

*eq. |ast December, immediately following
the renovation project of the new location,
sole by One Hip Chic was bom. The second
floor of the business location houses
handmade shees from around the wortd.
The shoe business is very different from the
optical business, The seasonality of shoes
and the variety of sizes offer a challenge
the optical business doesn't have, butits a
challenge | welcorme,” Tamra concludes.

LUMETIER LUDOVIC, BRUSSELS

A stroll along the streets of the historic
sablon area of Brussels regales the visitor
with tempting antique shops, vintage clothing
and current designer labels, charming cafés
and speciality food shops - and the distinctive
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Lunetier Ludovic Boutique exterior
{pivpto: Thormas Van Den Lrfesch)

and original bespoke eyewear boutique,
Lumetier Ludovic. “The shop opened in 2015,
reminisces aptician and owner Ludovic
Eens, “and we specialise in bespeke
glasses: we do feature some brands, but |
am an eyewear crafter. That is my passion.”

Luretier Ludaovic s a bright and airy space
over three levels: the street level displays
framies and is where customers try on the
designs; the lower level is Elens crafts shop;
and the upper level houses the office. "It was
very hard to find a location; every week we
went to a different location. The Sablon area
has many interesting shops - art, jewellery,
chocolate and luxury products,” says Ludovic.

The frames cratted at Lunetier Ludovic are
truly works of art. Clients choase their

Handcrafted Buffalo hain design
by Lunetier Ludovic
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Lutovic Elens:®) am an eyeweat trafter, that is my passion” (phole: Thomas:Van Den Driesch)

streamlined shop interion

materials from the intriguing collection that
Ludovic has acquired - including sheep and
deer homs thal he works in layers. "We
never throw anything out,” says Elens, “as
you never know when a particular piece of
acetate or horn might be useful”

It takes about two weeks to create a design -
and then two to three months for the
erafting of the frame. “| want to design the
frame that the wearer wants to wear,”
Ludavic emphasises, "as we have many
tlients who are unable to wear a reqular
frame from a designer or manufacturer -
perhaps due to an abnormal lacial issue.
However, that can be overcome with the
correct design and bespoke fitting. There
are details in the designs that you may nol
see, but the wearer can feel.”

An international roster of clients - from
two-and-a-half-years old to &1 years old -
wear Ludovic designs. Some clients are very
specific about what they want. "We had a
client who was a Roy Orbison fan, and he
wanted frames exactly like what Orbison
wore, 5o that is whal we created.”

Taking a step into the unknown, of trying
something new, could feel daunting.
However, independent opticians can
expand their horizans and move beyond
pefceived barriers to possibilitles - as One
Hip Chic Optical and Lunetier Ludovic have
proven. With a Mew Year on the horizon,
perhaps this is the time to step out and
move forward to new, stimulating and
fulfilling adventures.

vintage meets modem in italisn acatate with
matt finish by Ludovic Elen
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